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Newsletter No: 2             Wednesday, 25th July, 2018 
 

Dear Parents and Friends, 
 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK 2018 

 

 
 

Catholic Education Week will be celebrated across Queensland from 29 July – 4 August this year. 

This annual event is held to promote the special ethos of Catholic schools and to highlight the great 
things that take place in Catholic schools every day.  The theme for this year’s celebrations is:  
Discovering New Horizons. 

 
Catholic education strives to make a difference in the lives of those in our schools and in the wider 
community by challenging young people to live out the message of Jesus and to reach their full 
potential as compassionate, contributing, life-giving members of society. During Catholic Education 
Week 2018, Catholic education communities across Queensland are invited to celebrate how they 
are discovering new horizons. 
 
There are 304 Catholic schools in Queensland that educate around 147,000 students and employ 
more than 19,000 teachers and staff, and most will celebrate Catholic Education Week in some way.  

Our school is planning a number of activities during the week and we hope you are able to join in the 
celebrations with us.  

Wed 1st Aug – Acts of Kindness  - Each grade/class undertakes acts of kindness within our school 
or wider community.  

11.00am – Picnic lunch (Families are invited to attend); 12.00pm – Catholic Education Week Liturgy 

Fri 3rd Aug – Feast Day - 9.00am – Feast Day Liturgy, 10.30am – Feast Day Celebrations at Iluka 

Park 

At MacKillop we have many things to celebrate about the Catholic education that takes place here 
every day. This is in no small part due to the collaboration of our whole school community – children, 
parents, staff and parish.  Within our learning environment, we strive together each day to live up to 
our school motto of “working together, participating and having a go”.  Thank you for your ongoing 
support and we look forward to seeing you during Catholic Education Week 2018. 

 

  



 
 

 
ROCK POP MIME 

 
This Saturday night we have a group of Year 6 students performing 
at Rock Pop Mime. The evening commences at 6.30pm with the 
Primary Schools followed then by the High School groups. We will be 
performing first on the night. It would be great to see some MacKillop 
families attend to support and cheer on our group. We wish the 
children the best of luck. Enjoy the evening. Thanks to Mrs Helen 
Ringelstein, Mrs Jean Geiger and Mrs Katherine Cridland who have 
coordinated our Rock Pop Performance. 

 
CHALLENGE CUP 

 
I was fortunate enough to be able to travel to Yeppoon last week to 
watch our Challenge Cup Netball and Rugby League teams play. 
They displayed great sportsmanship, team spirit and behaviour and 
I was extremely proud of them. 
 
Thank you to Mrs Jean Geiger for her hard work organising and 
coaching the netball girls. The girls finished 20th out of 32 teams. 
Thanks also to Mr David Paul (Principal of St Brendan’s Bucasia) for 
coaching the combined MacKillop/St Brendan’s/ St John’s rugby 
league team. The boys won their finals day pool and brought home 
the medal. Congratulations to Jack Fogarty who was awarded Best 
and Fairest Player for the week and Jude Ackerman who got best 
defence for the week. Well Done Boys! Finally thank you to the 
parents for your support of the event. We appreciate it. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
CUMBERLAND ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 

 
Congratulations to all those students who have been selected to 
represent MacKillop at the Cumberland Athletics Carnival today. 
Remember to work together, participate and have a go. 
 

 

DANIEL MORCOMBE CHILD SAFETY CURRICULUM 
 

Throughout this term, our school will be implementing the Daniel 
Morcombe Child Safety Curriculum with students in Prep to Year 
Six. The curriculum is based on principles of best practice in child 
safety education and centres around three key messages: 
Recognise, React and Report. Through a series of lessons, 

students will learn how to recognise, react and report when they are 
unsafe or find themselves in situations that can have a significant 
detrimental effect on their physical, psychological or emotional 
wellbeing.  
Information about the Daniel Morcombe Child Safety Curriculum can 
be found at www.education.qld.gov.au/child-safety-curriculum.  
 
 

RECOGNISE 
 
This week we are starting to implement the Daniel Morcombe Child 
Safety Curriculum. The first key safety message of the curriculum is 
recognise. Recognise is about being aware of your environment.  

 
Children, young people and adults can all learn to take notice of 
what is happening around them to help keep themselves safe. 
Everyone can use clues, such as the things we see, hear, smell or 
feel to help protect us from harm and keep ourselves safe. Clues 
can be simple things that warn us about a danger, e.g. hearing a fire 
alarm or seeing smoke, that prompt us to react. We can also use 

clues to prepare for potentially unsafe situations, e.g. if we are 
walking alone at night, then we try to use a well-lit route and avoid 
secluded lanes or parks.  
 
When we recognise that there might be a safety problem we can 

take steps to move away or reduce the risk or develop strategies 
that can help keep us safe. For instance, if you are in a busy 
environment such as the Ekka or a local event where there are big 
crowds, you might consider what you and your child could do if you 
became separated. Strategies could include: going to a highly 
visible pre-determined meeting spot; writing your phone number on 
a card and placing it in your child’s pocket; identifying who your child 
could approach if they become lost, e.g. police, staff at a booth.  

 
MACKILLOP FETE 

 
MacKillop’s biannual fete is happening on Saturday 25th August from 
4.00pm – 8.00pm.  Our fete is always a wonderful event that takes a 
massive amount of planning and preparation. Our dedicated fete 
committee is already working hard preparing for this event.  
 
We will be having three free dress days this term. Our first free 
dress day will be on Friday 27th July to help gather cent sale items.  
Children are asked to come to school in free dress and in return 
they are asked to bring in an item for the cent sale. This could 
include items such as: toys, stationery, linen, beauty products, 
vouchers etc.  You may choose to send in one larger item as a 
family or you may prefer each child to bring in a smaller item. We 
would really appreciate any items at all that you can donate. It all 
helps. 
 
The second free dress day will be on Thursday 2nd August and 
students will be asked to bring in a bottle for the bottle stall. The  
final free dress day will be on Friday 10th August and we will ask the 
children to bring in a block of chocolate/ bag of chocolate or a large 
chocolate bar for our Sputnik stall and chocolate toss.  
 
I thank you for your support of our fete and encourage you to keep 
reading the newsletter for updates and other ways you may be able 
to assist.  
 

 

Keep Smiling 

 
Allison Blakey 

Principal 

 

http://www.education.qld.gov.au/child-safety-curriculum


 

 
 

 

MAKING JESUS REAL!! 
 

On Monday Peter Mitchell ‘Mitch’– the creator of the Making Jesus 
Real approach visited MacKillop to work with students in Years 3, 4, 
5 and 6. Mitch spoke to students about how to Make Jesus Real in 
their everyday lives.   

 
‘Mitch’ says that ‘MJR’ is a way of life, a way of living. 

MJR is aimed at helping young people gain and maintain a positive 
attitude to life by assisting them in the development of people skills 

and life skills. 
 

The main aspect of MJR is the Risen Jesus, who is amongst us in 

our lives each day, with the people we come in contact with. 
There is so much “Godness” around us, and we have to be switched 

on to it, by reflecting every day to see where Jesus has been for us 
that day.         (adapted from MJR Student Book - P. Mitchell) 

Here at MacKillop we follow the ‘MJR way’. 
 

Making Jesus Real at MacKillop. 
 
Many of our classes pray the MJR prayer each morning: 

Jesus 
Today I offer you  

my work, play, joys 
laughs and disappointments. 

Amen. 
 

Some MJR words of encouragement: 

That’s Incredible!  How Extraordinary!   
Far Out!  Outstanding Performance! 

‘All Kids – all people – Need Encouragement! 
 

“Making Jesus Real” 

In the way we greet, treat and speak to each other. 

  

 

NAIDOC MASS & ASSEMBLY 
 

On Monday morning several school representatives attended the 
Regional NAIDOC Mass at St. Joseph’s Church.   
MacKillop is celebrating this important time at this Friday’s 
Assembly, led by Year 3CR. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

FIRST EUCHARIST 
 

“I am the living bread 
which has come down 

from heaven.   
Anyone who eats this 

bread will live for ever;  
and the bread that I shall 

give is my flesh,  
for the life of the world.”  

John 6:51 
 

Congratulations on your First Communion!  
 
 

Nathan Peever – Olivia Pennisi 
Bella McClarty – Kirra Bruton 

 

We’re proud of you for taking this important step into the 
Church.   

May your faith journey continue to guide and strengthen 
you in all that you do. 

 

 

SACRAMENTAL  PROGRAM! 
 

The New Sacramental Program will commence next term for 
those wishing to prepare for the sacraments of 

Reconciliation, Confirmation and Eucharist. 
 
 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK 

 

 
Catholic Education Week will be celebrated across Queensland 

from 29 July – 4 August this year. This annual event is held to 
promote the special ethos of Catholic schools and to highlight the 
great things that take place in Catholic schools every day.   

The theme for this year’s celebrations is:   

Discovering New Horizons 

 

Here at MacKillop we will be celebrating Catholic Education Week. 
Details are on the front page of the newsletter.  

 
Take some time to reflect on where Jesus has been in your life 

today.   
 

 

God Bless, 

Helen Privett 

Assistant Principal Religious Education 

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land and pay respects to their Elders 

and all Elders, past, present and future. 

 

 

 

- Jesus Lives in our Hearts - Forever! –  

-  
 



 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS 
WHO PARTICIPATED IN OUR ICAS COMPETITIONS! 

 
ICAS – DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES 

 
YEAR 3 

Xavier LaGerche – Participation 
 

YEAR 4 

Nathan Peever – Participation 
 

YEAR 5 

Mason Anderson – Distinction 
William Greatz – Distinction 

 
YEAR 6 

Jack Henderson – Participation 

 
ICAS – SCIENCE 

 
YEAR 3 

Xavier LaGerche – Credit 
Mileena Harriott – Participation 

 
YEAR 4 

Nathan Peever – Participation 
 

YEAR 5 

Ryan Camilleri – Credit 
Luke Devitt – Participation 

 
YEAR 6 

Jude Ackerman – Credit 
Jack Henderson – Merit 

Brodie Cridland – Participation 
 
 
 

YEAR 4 BIKE EDUCATION 
 
The Year 4 students have been participating in Bike Education this 
week at PCYC. Year 4M attended Monday and Tuesday and Year 

4C will attend Thursday and Friday. 

TUCKSHOP ROSTER 
 
  Fri 27/07 Tiffany Barrow 
  Rita Bovey 
  HELP NEEDED PLEASE 
  
   Wed  01/08 Jackie Franklin 
  Val Turner 
 

Tuckshop helpers – please wear closed in shoes 
 

If you are unable to work your rostered day could you please 
contact Jo Oliver by phone or text 0413 672 920 

 
 

JULY SPECIAL OF THE MONTH 
  

BAKED POTATOES with SOUR CREAM, BACON, CHEESE & 
SHALLOTS $4.00 each 

 

 
 

Blueberry and American Choc Chip muffins are currently available in 
the tuckshop for $1.50 ea. 

 

 
 

Please ensure tuckshop orders are written on brown paper bags 
and remember to write your child’s name and class on their bag so 

their lunch goes into the correct box. 
 
 

 
 
 

LOST PROPERTY 
 

We currently have a large number of school jumpers and 
various other items in our lost property box including 

jewellery items and reading glasses. 
 

If you are missing a particular item please come into the 
office and check the lost property box.  It would also be 
appreciated if all items of clothing etc could be clearly 

labelled with your child’s name on them.  
 

 

 

 
 
 



 
Prep J Chelsea Hill 

 Love your enthusiasm and determination in 
learning your sight words daily.  These words are 
the stepping stones to your success in reading 
and writing.  Proud of you Chelsea. 

 Noah Vlekken 
 It is a pleasure watching you learn at Prep each 

day Noah.   
1P Oden Barrow 

 It is wonderful to see the way that your reading 
stamina has improved throughout the year.  During 
our ‘Read to Self’ sessions you always read quietly, 
you read the whole time and you ask for help when 
you need it.  Keep up the fabulous effort Oden! 

 Dawson Richardson 
 You were a great little helper when we were trying 

to use the Microsoft Word program this week.  You 
showed the class how to change the size of the font 
and how to use the backspace button to erase their 
mistakes.  Thanks Dawson! 

2D Cassidy Blakey 
 Thank you for being organised for your Show and 

Tell this week.  I thought it was a great idea how 
you wrote details about your holiday after each 
event.  It was wonderful to see you using capital 
letters correctly and adding paragraphs. 

 Ally Hall 
 Ally, the circus poster you created was 

outstanding.  You used dark colours and outlining 
to make specific words stand out and drew a 
detailed picture, which helped create excitement 
about your circus. 

2N Leo Hassett 
 For a fantastic start to Term 3 Leo. You have been 

focused and working extremely well this week. 
Fabulous effort, I am so proud of you! 

 Cynara Laflamme 
 For working faster and completing set tasks in a 

timely manner Cynara. I am also super pleased 
with your improved reading in Reading Groups. 
What a terrific start to the term. Well done! 

3CR Grace Bettinelli 
 For your excellent work in poetry writing.  You 

have started the new term with motivation and 
enthusiasm and it is wonderful to see.  Your shape 
poems and Cinquains were delightful to read.  
Keep up the excellent effort! 

 Eve Oliver 
 For your wonderful work in Mathematics.  You 

took a keen interest in our new concept of 
‘perimeter’ and made good approximations before 
using the trundle wheel to work out the actual 
distance.  Well done! 

4C Bella McClarty 
 Your writing is such a joy to read Bella!  I love how 

you described in detail your trip to the airport using 
metaphors and used punctuation accurately.  Well 
done! 

 Olivia Pennisi 
 For showing perseverance during our problem 

solving lessons this week.  You kept on working 
hard to find a solution, even though it was 
challenging. Keep it up Olivia! 

4M Sophie Frost 
 For making a conscientious effort with your time 

management this week Sophie.  Keep it up! 
 Taj Jackson 
 For the enthusiasm and love of learning you have 

shown for all of your subjects this week Taj.  
Awesome to see! 

5K Olivia Murphy 
 For your conscientious attitude in class.  You 

worked quietly during our perimeter and area 

tasks, you willingly help others and you ask 
questions.  You are legendary. 

 Chelsea Nield 
 For working quietly and unobtrusively in class.  

You finished set tasks then continued on 
completing other activities.  You are a star. 

6PG Paige Roscher 
 For your effort with equivalent fractions this week.  

You listened to explanations and instruction and 
‘had a go’ – surprising yourself with what you were 
able to achieve!  Great to see Paige! 

 Jayce Smith 
 You’ve come back to school ready to learn, Jayce!  

This week you have been focused and organised 
and have participated in class learning by asking 
questions and offering answers!  Well done, 
Jayce! 

6R Lawson Darmanin 
 You drew an impressive ‘Cutaway Diagram of a 

Torch’ during our Science lesson to start our new 
unit – ‘Energy, Circuits and Switches’.  What made 
your diagram stand out was the fact that it was so 
detailed, showing your prediction of how an 
electric circuit in a torch works, and you made 
sure that you used labelling with scientific terms.  
Your work was ELECTRIC. 

 Lachlan Titlow 
 You did amazing work during our Maths lessons 

on fractions!  You were able to identify equivalent 
fractions, decimals and percentages and could 
confidently represent these on a number line.  I 
also loved that you were challenging yourself to 
solve the addition and subtraction of fractions with 
unrelated denominators. 

  

 
                

 July 23 Jasper Bray 
  24 Phoenix Reilly 
  26 Sky Neal 
  26 Matilda Richards 
  28 Brae De Waard 
  28 Owen Norton 
  29 Mikayla Green 
  29 Eva Hooper   
  29 Georgie Rentoul 
      
 
  

 
 

 
These children have been ‘Making Jesus Real’ at MacKillop. 

Congratulations! 

 

 
 



 

 

PARENT SURVEY 

The P & F needs your help! Over the coming weeks, P & F 
representatives will be asking you to participate in a short survey to 
help improve parent engagement at our school. Your answers will 
be used to make improvements to the way our P&F Association 
runs and to get a better understanding of how we can improve our 
community. 

FREE DRESS DAY – Cent Sale Prizes 

We are holding a free dress day this Friday. The ‘fine’ for wearing 
free dress is a new item to use as cent sale prizes. If you have more 
than one child please consider donating a large item instead. 

DATE CLAIMERS 

27th July – Free Dress Day – Cent Sale Prizes 
2nd August – Free Dress Day – Bottle Stall 
10th August – Free Dress Day – Sputnik/Chocolate Toss 
13th August – Fete & P&F Meeting 6:30pm 
25th August – MacKillop FETE 
 
If you have any suggestions for the P & F, please fill out a suggestion 
form available in the office and pop it into the red box.  Remember to 
check out the MacKillop P & F page on the website where you can find 
our contact details and the latest meeting minutes.   
http://www.mnmrok.catholic.edu.au/parentsfriends.htm 
 
Mel, Paula, Kristy & Penny 

FREE DRESS DAY!! 
 

Friday 27h July 
 

Your free dress fine is to bring in a “new” item for the 
Cent Sale for our School Fete. 

 

Some item suggestions could include: 
Toys, stationary pack, beauty items, small appliances, 

linen, doll, vouchers. 
 

If you have more than one child at the school 
instead of one small item per child 
consider donating one larger item!! 

 

You can bring whatever you like 
…Big or small… 

Something you know people would like to win 
 
 
 
 

 
 

P.S Please note as mentioned earlier in the newsletter, we will be 
having two other free dress days in the next couple of weeks for 

our Fete. The second free dress day - Thursday 2nd August - bring in 
a bottle for the Bottle Stall. 

Third free dress day - Friday 10th August - bring in a block of 
chocolate/bag of chocolates/large chocolate bar for Sputnik and 

Chocolate Toss stall. 

REQUEST FOR LOAN OF ITEMS FOR FETE 
 
Our Fete is set for August 25th this year and in an effort to make it a 
great success and raise funds for the MacKillop P&F committee, we 
are asking our families to help with loans of certain items.  
 
If you have access to any of the following items and would be happy 
to loan them for the use of the fete then please let Jacqui Sherry 
know in the office or email: Jacquelyn_Sherry@rok.catholic.edu.au 
We thank you again for any support you can offer. 
 

 Outdoor Gazebo pop up tents – 3x3m or larger 

 Extension Leads and power boards 

 Party lights and fairy lights 

 Trestle tables 

 Hay/Cane bales – to help create carnival theme and use as 
seating in picnic area 

 Esky’s 
 

 

CORFLUTE FETE STREET SIGNS 

 
Do you have a spot on a fence, a main road, somewhere lots of 
people will see… to place one of our corflute advertising signs for 
our fete? If you do… please collect a sign from the office.  We will 
have a register at the office also so we know where the signs will be 
displayed. We want to cover as much area as possible to get the 
word out. 

 
 

School Fete 

Monster Raffle Ticket 
 

Thank you to those families who have already sold their raffle 
tickets and have collected more books! 
 
The tickets are $2 each and each book contains 10 tickets.  It 
would be appreciated if you can return the raffle ticket book 
together with all money ($20 per book) to the office as soon as 
possible.   
 
The Monster Raffle is a major part of the fundraising efforts that 
occur at the Fete and so your help and co-operation with selling 
these tickets is valued greatly.  There are many more books 
available so please see the ladies in the office when you need 
more books.   
 
There will be great prizes for the top three students/families who 
sell the most tickets/books so please do your best to help.  The 
winning families will get the choice of a voucher from Smiggle, 
Rebel, Myer or QBD bookstore. The prizes are: 
 
1st Prize - $75 voucher  
2nd Prize - $50 voucher  
3rd Prize - $25 voucher 
 
A closing date to have all tickets and money returned to the office 
will be Thursday 24th August.  Any unsold raffle books are also to 
be returned to the office by this time. 



NAB AFL Auskick at MacKillop Catholic Primary 
School. 

Start Date: 1/08/2018  
Finish Date: 5/09/2018 
Session times: Wednesdays, 3.10pm – 4.10pm 
Length: 6 weeks  
Cost: $75 
Contact:  Dan Cordwell on 0435437751 or  Bo on 
bo.saunders@afl.com.au 





 

MacKillop Book 

Fair 
 
Location: MacKillop Library 
 
Date:  Monday 30th July to Thursday              
 2nd August 
 
Opening Times: Monday to Thursday -   
8:15am to 3:20pm 
 
Our Book Fair is a wonderful time to bring the community of MacKillop and books together.   
Reading can be an enjoyable experience as children explore the unknown world through pictures, 
or as they venture into stories through their imagination of the words on the page. 
 
Your child would have received today a Book Fair catalogue showcasing some of the books that 
are on offer at our Book Fair. 
 
All students have the opportunity to visit the Book Fair during their class time and can purchase 
books before school, during first break and after school. 
 
Parents, if you are unable to attend the Book Fair with your child; please note that there are 
payment options available to you when purchasing books and/or stationery from our Fair, please 
see below: 
 

 Option 1 – Online Payment: www.scholastic.com.au/payment 
Be sure to choose BOOK FAIR PAYMENT, NOT BOOK CLUB. 
(Please record your receipt number on your child’s wish list form and present this at the 
Book Fair for collection of your book and/or stationery) 

 Option 2 - Cash 
 
There will be a number of computers set up for Option 1 in the Library. 
 
In the past, families have been extremely generous in donating a wonderful gift of a book from the 
Fair to our Library. Your donation will be recognised with a ‘Bookplate’ identifying your family or 
child as the contributor. 
 
We are always aiming to expand our library collection and keep our children up-to-date and 
interested in books from non-fiction to fiction. With every book 
purchased at our Book Fair, our school benefits and we can 
increase our school library and teacher resources. 
 
Marie Schembri  
Library Coordinator  
 

 

 

http://www.scholastic.com.au/payment


Are you helping with the baking for the cake stall?   
Here are some recipes that might be useful! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 


